The future of general surgery.
The origin of the term "general surgery" is uncertain, but it is known that it has been in the lexicon of surgical parlance for more than a century. Although specialization began at least 150 years ago, it became a major trend at the end of World War I. The potential fragmentation of the specialty is the most significant problem currently faced by general surgeons. Other areas affecting the future of general surgery are discussed, including residency requirements, manpower analyses, and physician reimbursement. Because of rapid technologic changes and the aging of the population, surgeons need to incorporate those features that will improve patient care into their practices to meet the needs of the future.